
[image: image1.png]THE WILFRED OWEN ASSOCIATION

President; Peter Owen Registered Charity No. 702606




Wilfred Owen – Foresters House at Ors - France

Wilfred Owen, poet of the Great War, wrote his last letter to his mother from the ‘smoky cellar’ of the Foresters House. He ended his letter “of this is I am certain you could not be visited by a band of friends half so fine as surround me here”.  

From there he and his men marched down to the bank of the Sambre - Oise Canal at Ors. In the early morning of the 4th November 1918 Wilfred Owen was killed attempting to cross the canal.  He lies in the British Cemetery in Ors.

Every year on the 4th November the people of Ors pay Homage to Wilfred Owen.  The village of Ors and the Canton of Le Cateau wish to ensure the Foresters House remains and have bought it.  They are intending to create a centre for Wilfred Owen and also other cultural occasions.

The mayor of Ors, the tourist office for the Cambresis region and members of the WOA France are exhibiting at Saloon France Show in London on the 8th January at Earls Court.  They will be holding a press conference on stand L53 at 3.30 to show and explain their plans for the Forester House together with Simon Patterson, the designer.

They feel that because of Wilfred Owen’s universal recognition as a poet of the Great War the interest in this project involves not only France but England and other countries.

For further info please contact: Peter Owen on 0208 778 0071 or email bondaglass@btconnect.com
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